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1o Tho fact thab the Soviet Union hed dissolved the Cormist Internationsi
toward the close of Torld Tar IZ; in accordance with its interests at
that bire, was conveyed to the Ieboncse Commmist Party through the
French Comrmmnist Party, -The wank and file of the Commmists were
soniused by this measure, adopted by the very powor which arezted the
nternstional, as thoy felt that the Cormunigt Interanational was
ospential for ec-ordinating the werld prolctarian alruggle, and for
divecting it in 2 mamer consistont with tho USSR!g foreign policy
end with Stoliniet corrmmist teachings, In the face of increaging
Perty criticism, leaders hastened %o call mestings Yo explain to
nerbera the truth cbout the dissolution of the International, in the
1ight of instructions that they had receivedo Ono of tho reasons
offered in justification of the disgolution was the pressure on the
Soviet Unlon %o show its good will dowerd its allies, Other reasons
Uere knowm only to leaders of the French Commmist Pasty, source soabes.

2, It was decided at this ‘time that the Syrian and Lebanese Communish Partics
should be outwardly independent of one another, and that each should
follow its owe independent policy. Actuaily, the two parties were
subjected to one leador, Khalid Baghdash, Farajallah IHlu was Iobeneso
Commmist PartySecretary in nane enly, and could not %ake. any action
on higher policy without firs: recelving the approval of the Central
Comlttee comosed of the leaders of the two parties, the secrs
of which was Khalid Baghdngh, Thus, Iilu nerely implemented tha -~
decieions of the Contral Commities of the Syrian-Lebanesa Pariies,
Baghdash's control reached such a degree that he attended the ordinary
meetings of the sections of +he Iebanese Cormnist Party and acted
o8 Chairmang this wmg naturslly resenied by Hilu,

3. Hilu worked hard +o remove Daghdashfs control and to male tha lebanese
Comrmmist Party actually independent, bub eircunstences were not propitious
il the date of the dissolution of tho Commmnigy International,

Baghdash's interfervence, From that tine; Hilu abbended the meetings

of the soctlons himself, Ik explained to the merbers the soundness of the
action of thé USSR in dissolwing the International, with tho following
written Justiificsiion:
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UComrades: The Commnist International was nod
intended to remain forever. The evoluwhion and
success of Teninist commmism in Russia demanded
the creation of an international league to

support amd contribute to the suecess of commmism
in more than one place in the world. Following

the succees 0f commmism in Russia, and the izeason
of the socialists (namely the Socond International),
it became necessary to create a general leadership
Yo direct the commmist parties in the world to
prevent them from falling into the errers of the
goclalists, and to help the spread of commmism -
Throughout the worlde For this reasan, therefore,
the Third Internationsl was founded, headed by
Conrade Dimitrovs ’

#The Commmmist Inbernational led the commmist parties
of the world in a sound, nationslist manner, baught
them sound commmist principles, shd established in
every country a cadre capable of leading the rassese
When the Imternational raached this stage 1% became
necessary o dissolve 1%, because the puxrpose for which
it s created was reslized and each commmist parsy
in the world had exporienced leaders, with a propar
understanding of the Marxist-leninigb-Stalinist
comminien, eapsble of directing +tho policies of their

poriics,t

be Hilu added in his mnerous cnmouncements hab the Syrien and Icbanese -

5¢

Commmist Parties had been imdepandent of the Comintern for several yvars,
becauge leaders of the Intermational know that ‘the leaders of the Syrian

and Iebanese Parbies possessed & wide comrumisth education, apd there ‘
wes no fear that they would 7all into error, Comment. The Syrian 25X1A
and Lebanese Commmmist Parties had acbudlly been separa on the

Comintern and abtached to the Fremch Commmist Party, vhich in tum was

directed by the Comintern.) In his announcements, Hilu pralsed the

glozious activities of thd Cominbern in serving, strengthening, and

direching world commmism, He concluded by saying that” the Syrian

and Isbanese Cormulst Parties would work indgpendently, inspired by

‘the inbernal interests of their two comntries,

The directives, particularly the portion relating to the independence
of each of the two Commmist Parties, did not pleage Baghdesh, who -
often criticized Hilu for his independent bente According %o souxrce,
he urped his supporbers within the Party, such as Nicola Shawi,
Fu'ad Qazen, Hashim Amin, Hasen Quraybin, and others, to raise
dispubes with Hilu by such argumenis ass OTf it happens that in one
of the phases of the strugsle of the Commmist Party the intorests
of our country should clash with Hhose of the Soviets, will the
Iebanese Commnist Parby stand ageinst the Soviebs after the Party's
indgpendence?®
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To such questions Iilu replieds "The Soviets do not stand agains®
the Arab people, If they oppose the Arsbs, it is the ruling - -
Arcb caepitalists they oppose and not the pacple. At any rate,
such quostions will be mot 28 they ariss.!

Baghdash arranged with his supporters in the Syrian and Iebansse
Partics %o hold a conference of the leaders of the two parties

to discuss the isgues arising from the dissolubtion of the Cominbern.
This conference was held in September 194k, in the al-lasrala Quarter
of Beirut, wmder Baghdash's chairmanship, It was attended by more
then 240 representatives from the o perties and lasted three dayse
The conference was closed after decisions were reached supporting
the dissolution of the Comintern and prooclaiming the independénce of
the Syrion and Icbanese Commmist Parties, with the recommendadtion
that they cooperate completely with one another, on the basis that
Syria and Iebanon formed one political unit. Source states that

this recommendation, supported by a majority of the woters, provided
Justification for the conttol exercised by Baphdash over the Icbanese
Commmist Partye
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